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Letter From 8
Mayor Fletcher §
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ON. D. U, Fletcher, mayor of
Jacksonville, and one of the
trustees of the University, writes as
fojlows to the Jacksonville Metropo-
Ii8 under date of April 8:

For months the public has been re-
galed with all kinas of attacks on the
president and trustees of Stétson Uni.
versity, and they have been content
to stand on the action ot the board
and let that speak tor iiwself. The
president has been assailed in the
most unjust, wicked and barbarous
wanger. in the public press and other-
wise, The trustees have been hela
up as uanworthy of confidence and
wantiong ' in siucerity and principle.
Malicious and talse these stalements
have been, but we have not troubled
you for space to reply. | do not pro-
pose to enter into any discussion ot
the matters now. Latterly these as-
saults are bemny aimed at the Univer-
sity itself, and, 1n its defense, a8 one
who cherishes 1ts welfare even though
that involves opposition Lo its abso-
lute domination by one intHuence, 1
feel, in that behalt, called on to cor-
rect the misrepresentations embraced
in the article copied by you yesterday
trom'a Deland paper under the lam-
ing ‘head lines, ' Seveuly-T'wo Left
School.”” *“L'he Stetson Univereity is
Now Suffering.”” 'I'he head line is not
true. ' T'he usual nuwber ot students
who go out at the-cluse of the winter
term have gone, including the Chica-
go students, who always leave to take
up their studies in Chicago Univer-
8Ly, where they lett off 1n Stetson.

THE NKW STUDENTS,

The usual number, perhaps a little
more, of new students have entered
tor the spring term and there are in
actual attendance at the University
today more students than ever before
in its history at the beginning ‘of any
spring term. 'I'hestatement that the
sentiment over the state is almost
unanimous for Dr. Forbes' retirement
is mot true. This is equally mislead-
ing with the statement that this sen-
timent favois ‘‘the reinstatement ot
Mr. Stetson on the Board of Trus-
tees.”” The author of that statement
must have known that Mr. Stetson
has never been removed as a trustee.
He knew, as others who have given
publicity to like expressions have
known or could have known, that Mr.
Stetson is a trustee to-day. Mr. Stet-
son is not president of the board. His
term as president expired at the last
meecting. He was not re-elected, and
what self-respecting body could be ex-
pected to elect as its president any
man who had denounced it as un-
worthy of confidence and declared he
could not work with it and that he
bad abandoned the University and
cared nothing for its future? But
thesy acribblers and perverters of
truth prefer to tell the public that
Mr. Stetson was displaced as a trustee
when they must know that is not true.
Other statements and conclusions in
the article mentioned are equally at
variance with facts and untenable.

THE SITUATION.

So far from Dr. Forbes’ connection
with the University being a detri-
ment, it {8 its hope and salvation
The prediction that ‘‘there will not
be a corporal’s guard there at the
opening of another term if he re-
mains” is on a par with similar pre-
dictions made a year ago as to the
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. term beginning last October, and yet

the records show the matriculation
has been greater and the character
of work accomplished by the students
has been more satisfactory than ‘at
any previous term in the life of the
University. There is more ‘‘poison-
ous atmosphere’ where newspapers
publishing such stuff circulate than
Kent Hall is
occupied by one of the University

* force and the rent of a house is saved

thereby. . The University does not

' own Kent Hall, but pays rent for it to
'Mr. Stetson, and when the Chicago

students ‘returned, as they do every
year, other students in Kent _Kall were
moved into their places and Kent

. Hall was occupied as stated and the
. rental of another house was saved.

" These are the real facte.
" them with the scare-head article pub-

Compare

lished yesterday and see what uncon-
scionable misrepresentations are be-
ing made and how the public is being
imposed upon in the effort,to manu-
facture a public sentiment for the

“v.accomplishment of one purpose—the
*'* culmination of the . most dl_abolléal
R - m. of which the mind can
% conceive. And what does It availf
"+ Where is the comfort or the benefit
e 2Q.thus ittennt the destruction of a

¥ 1 institution? The
"will live just as sure as

e e
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T IS impossible to reply to the many mis*
representations and falsehoods circu-
lated through the press and otherwise, but
there are some facts that cannot be ignored
by unprejudiced, thinking people.

It 18 & fact thut eurly in the beglnuing of
this trouble, when there wias no scandal
abroad, Mr, Stetson's attorneys searched the
country over hunting sowething that they
could use to blacken the character of Lr,
Forbes. They took special puins to give their
s0-culled testimony to all who would read it,
though at the subsequent fnvestigution much
ofit was proven unirue sand eutirely over-
thrown by oral personal testimony, Mr, Stet-
#0n does not claiu that he was hunting facts
10 bring betore the Bourd of 1'rustees In wn
honest investigution, but that he was prepar-
ing tor defence in case of prosecution, ‘Ahe
question naturally arises: 1t Mr, Stetson hnd
~done nothing but his simple duty Lo this cuse,
why did he tear prosecution?

It 18 an unheard-of proposition for an attor-
ney to publish his testimony to the world be-
fore going into court,

Itis A fact that Mr, Stetson demanded th.
resignation of Dr. Forbes and wus takiuy,
steps to secure hissuccessor before cousuliting
with the Board of I'rustees, or even with the
Executive Committee, and, in fact, the mat-
ter was not brought to their attention unth
it was done by Lr, Forbes.

It is a fact that at the meeting called by Dr,
Forbes for the 18th of Heptember, after a
most searching investigation by the entire
Bourd, of all rumors attecting the churacter ot
Dr, Forbes, the resolutions exouerating hiin
were announced adopted, not a sentiment
being uttered or a vote ¢ast to the contrary.

It 18 a fact that the Unliversity opened on
the 1st of October with the largest enrollment
in ite history, and has maintained this large
uttendance throughout the year; having a
total enrollment larger than any other year in
its history, and a larger number actually pres-
ent now than any other spring term.

It fea fact that in the month of January,
while the school was thus prosperous, just
before the annual meeting of the Board of
Trustees, Mr. Stetson gave out his much.
talked-of interview to the Philadelphia North
American, in which he cast reflection upon
Dr. Forbes and the Bogrd of Trustees. At
about the same time his attorney was put n
jail in Tampa and gave out a slanderous in-
terview to the public press. Not satisfled with
this, he proceeded to publish and scatter
broadcast over the land an infgnous pam-

and even went so far as to place this pamphlet
in the hands of students, and by every meana
possible attemupted to break up theschool.
Then Mr. Stetson and his friends came before
the Board at its annual meeting in February
and demanded that because of the wide oir-
culation of this scandal Dr, Ferbes should be
removed as a matter of expediency, stating
that the question of guilt or innocence was
not involved,

It 18 a fuct, that if any other member of the
Board of Trustees had pursued the course
that Mr, Stetson has in this matter, he would
have been promptly expellel from member-
ship in the Board, and such action would have
been applauded all over the land. The board
of Trustees, appreciating what Mr, Stetson
had done for the University in the past, has
not even 80 much as censured him, yet they
are accused of treating him very unjustly,

-

IN DEFENSE OF THE TUW!&.

Editor Johmston Comes Qut Against
Stetson’s Tacties,
From the DeLand Supplement, April 8.

The Supplement has kept out of the
unfortunate Stetson-Forbes fight, and
it is glad of it. Simmered down to the
actual thing it was a fight pure and
cimple between John Forbes and John
Stetson. In a ‘“scrap” between two
men we had no concern—none what-
ever—so long as the fight did not im-
peril the interest of our constitueng.
Both were our friends. As long as
both fought fair we could not inter-
fere.

But—
When the scene of battle shifts—
when the fight changes from an attack
upon an,individual to a wholesale ef-
fort to slaughter the prosperity and
blast the future of a community—when
an institution that has been the most
vital factor in the making of our town
and the prosperity of our people is to
be.wrecked as a means to an end—well,
the Supplement can be counted on in the
scrimmage, and it will try to be in at
the death. Justification, we think, can-
not be pleaded to the indictment charg-
ing an effort to kill the institution, on
the ground that the would-be slayer is
also the creator. The laws of our
state, and we believe of no state, make
iufanticide justifiable. A father has no
right, morally or legally. to murder his
sun,

The deep respect and love we have
ever cherished for Mr. Stetson has
caused us to deny in our hearts, if not
verbally—and we have done it verbal-
ly, too—that he had left the path of
virtue off in sin to stray. We could
not bring ourselves to believe that the
man who for three score years and
more had followed the narrow path that
leads to future and everlasting reward,
should at the last moment, when his
nearness to eternity should have given
him a clearer view of the ‘‘treasures
he had Jaid up,” forget and forego his

ast and his future, because—what?—
ﬁe was miffed at John ‘Forbes and
wanted him ousted from. the control
of an institution to which he had con-
tributed- so largely and so generously
of his means. It didn't seem. reason-
able, did it, neighbor? Do‘ you blame
us for 'clinging as _long as possible
to our idol and refusing to believe
our old-time friend was the black ram
he was painted? ’

We have endured much. We have
contended from the hilltops and high
places that Stetson's motives were

af i reward we have had

parw

phlet purporaing to be testimony in the case,

that}to
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T HAVING been stated by the De-
Land Record that 72 students left
John B. Stetson University week be-
fore last, a reporter called at the of-
fice and was given the figures from
the books of the institution, which
give the following facts:

Up to the present date, April 9, 446
stadents have registered this year,
agalnst a total of 429 at the end of the
term last year.

At the end of the winter term— March
86— 68 students (including the Chicago
party) withdrew; the same number,
68, withdrew at the end of the winter
term last year.

During the winter term this year 72
studeats i "t; during the winter term
tust year 70 or 2 less) left, *

Siuce the byginuing of the present
term 27 new students have registered.

These are facts. They are furnished
as by those who know. These facts
and figures would have been cheer-

ully given to the editor of the Record

if he had asked for them. He has
wilfully and maliciously mis-atated
facts, with the intention of injuring
the school, in the interests of his
masters,

The figures shown above are phe-
nomenal — the students have  been
bheld, and new ones are coming in,
the institution is prospering, notwith-
standing the most diabolical efforts
toruin it., That it is prospering after
Mr. Stetson has spent thousands of
dollars in a vain effort to ruin it, af.
ter the ten thousand lies that have
been told about faculty, trustees and
pupils, {8 wonderful. Tt shows that
the jostitution, the pupilse and the
faculty are in the hands of One whom
perjury, dollars and villification can-
not dismay.

ANOTHER STETSON ORGAN.
Will Fight the Trustees Through a
‘““Baptist” Paper.

From the Tampa Tribune, April 1.

John B. Stetson is to have a news-
paper in order to combat the senti-
ment against bhim which Rev, J. C.
Porter of the Baptist Witness is cre-
ating over the state against the
founder of Stetson University, Some
few daye since the announcement
wae made from Gainesville to the
eflect that a DBaptist paper was
soon to be established at that place.
Word now comes from that city
to the eflect that the paper has
been contracted for and that it will
be one of the best publications in the
State. It is also stated that the paper
is to be fed by Mr. Stetson and there
are excellent reasons for believing
that this is the case. As a matter of
course this statement is to be denied,
but the facts will appear as soon as
the paper has been in circulation for
any length of time.
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Attention, Coufederate Veterans.

In the years gone by you were ever
ready torespond to the call ‘“to arms."”
Now you are Invited under different
circumstances, to attend the meeting
of the survivors to be held at the
Court House at DeLand at 11 o'clock,
a. m,, on Monday, May 4th, 1903, for
the purpose of organizing In such
manner as may then be determined
upon. Tuyra out, then, comradee.

'JOHN A. BRADLEY,

J. J. VINZANT,

W. P. EDWARDS,

U, M. BENNETT,

T.J. SNYDER,

D. L. WICKHAM,

H. D. BRACEY,
.Ex<Confederates.

a man we honestly believed pure and
unselfish—and the gibes and sneers of
our friends who claimed (and perhaps
had) a deeper and clearer insight into
the muddy pool of human nature.

The shattering of an idol—the loss of
a loved and. cherished object—the se.
verance of a tie that has bound us to
something or someone we loved and
valued, is painful to contemplate. Do
ou blame us for holding to hope as
ong as.hope lived? We are still grop-
ing for severed ends of the tie that
bound us to this idol of our early man-
hood, and we still plead in our hearts
for a welding of the ends. It is with
the most extreme reluctance that we
would raise our hand to shatter this
image that has been enthroned in our
hearts these many years. We shrink
from the task—we confess it—and there
is no other consideration that would
rompt it save a duty to the people we
ove, and whose prosperity and happi<
ness is dearer to our hearts than any-
thing else on earth—our duty to the

‘fore John Stetson or John Forbes ev-
er saw. DeLand—our. duty to the town

whose upbuilding we have contribut-
ed in our tnblc way—but when these
are involved and the future
of our community is imperiled there
is a duty we cannot shirk, and it be-
hooves us to buckle on the armor and
g0 into the be ha

fight—~and daquned
feistp e a4 o ;- |

e

community in ‘which we lived be-|
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IF THIS fight should eventually turn
out to be a scheme to get a couple
of million dollars’ cheap advertising
for the hat factory, now wouldn't
that jar your grandpa’s preserves.

oooocoocC

John B. should either stop furnish.
ing “the sinews of war" for this fight
on the poor Board of Trustees—or
double the capacity of his ice plart,

It is rumored on the street that
Christiancy and Steteson now own a
part ioterest in the Bugle. The ru-
mor {8 not confirmed by the Bugle. If
there is no truth in the rumor, the
people will know within the present
month—as Ben will flop again if left
alone. He has so far flopped only
once this year, and has another flop
coming to him,

Wonder bow long the‘‘heated term”
will continue in DeLand this year.

The Bugle stated last week that
the state press had refused to print
the supplement sent them by the ma-
jority trustees, showing the true in-
wardness of this fight against the
board. This statement was about as
true as most statements found in Ben
Bolt's Bugle. Fourteen of the best
papers in the state—~many papers of
three times the Bugle's circulation —
have issued the supplement. I do not
know whether this falsehood was
given publicity by Ben through igno-
rance or malice. These twotraitsap-
pear to be vieing with each other for
predominance at the Bugle office,
Will the Bugle kindly inform an anx-
ious public as to the number of
papers in the state that have printed
the Stetson side—the “Blue Book",

I do not know that it is necessary
to deny anything stated in A, C-
Haynes' long-winded article, as ev-
eryvne knows that what Zan doesn't
know i boutthetrustecs'meeting would
lill seven'een copics of the Congres.
sional Record. ‘The following is the
true version of one mls-stated ref-
erence:

In the board meeting last Septem-
ber, Dr. Forbes sat quiet until the
statement was made that he had said
that '‘he intended to live or die by
her”. He rose to his feet and with
all the power at his command de-
nounced the statement as absolutely
false He asked to reinstate Mrs.
Mathes as an act of simple justice--
and Mr. Stetson and Dr. Foster said,
““That is right”. Dr. Foster hasde:
nied over his own signature that he
ever said that "'Dr, Forbes did not
want an investigation.” Tbis branda
as false the statement that Dr. Foster
said that Dr. Forbes exclaimed: '‘My
God, I want no examination.”

Dr. Forbes’ letter saying ‘‘he hoped
Mr. Stetson would do right, that is do
nothing,” was written just after the
Ashbourne agreement to settle and
drop everything and after two invet-
tigations had been beid. This was in
answer to a letter telling him that
Mr. Stetson wase not keeping the Ash-
bourne agreement.

If Mrs. Forbes was made ill by the
scandal, why wasn’t it when she first
heard it? She expressed the utmost
contempt for it and was only made ill
when she came to realize that Mr.
and Mrs. Stetson listened to it and
were using it against Dr. Forbes with
all their power. Dr. Forbes could not
then believe that Mr. Stetson had
turned against bhim, and attributed
Mrs. Forbes’ belief.to her illness. He
would not fully believe it untll re
ceiving the letter telling him to ‘'re-
move Lis effects from the house;"
then he knew it meant, not ‘‘a leave
of absence,” but going for good, in
the face of the scanda!; it meant dis-
honor and ruin, He determined to
fight for his honor, and tbat is all he
is doing or has done.

CHRIS, O. CODRINGTON,
—_——

FROM TALLAHASSEE.

Legislature Organizes - The Governor’s
Fine Message.

Tallahassee, April 8.--The Legisla-
ture met in bi-annual session on Tues-
day. Hon. Cromwell Gibbons of Jack-
sonville was elected Speaker of the
‘House and Hon. Frank Adams of Jas-

r President of the Senate. O. R,
&eh'choﬂ' of DeLeon Sptings was
anitor of the senate—a
goud, fat job paying 86 per day.

Governor Jennings’ message was
sent to both houses yesterday. It is
a splendid state document, the most
able and thorough ever written by a
Florida governor.

Bllls have already begun to pour
into the two houses,

Prospects are good for the most
productive session of the Législature
ever held.

There is over a million dollars of
cash In the hands of the state treas-
urer, and the expenditure of this
money in a wise, conscientious man-
ner will” be the moet important duty

elected as

*

to come before the Leglslature.

G. A. DREKA & CO.
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General Merchandise

Oldest Established House in the Oitn

DRY GOODS AND NOTIONS
Ll SPHCIALTIES. -
New York Avenue and Woodlawn Boulevard.

Del.and. F'lorida.
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Del.and Real Estate Office.

=RoULeeSs Pér Ren‘c

City Lots, Residences
and Unimproved Property.

Property of Non-Residents Cared For and Taxes Paid.

Land sold for Taxes redeemed. N |

J. BR. Wetherell

Abstract Office, between Post Office and Bank.

PLAYING WITH FIRE

Endangers both the home and per-
son. One may meet with a serious
accident while escaping from, o
attempting tosave something in
a burning house.

Why not be safe from pecuniary
loss in either case? Carry ’

FIRE AND ACCIDENT
INSURANCE

and the loss will fall upon those
best able to pay it. The Compa-
nies we represent settle allclaims
promptly and are very liberal in
their treatment of policy holders. v

SILAS B. WRIGHT, DeLand, ¥la.
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Domn’t
Wait

until you want to use your Hay-Rake, Mowing
Machine, Wagon, or other farm tools, and then
discover that they need repairing. S

Txave It Dorne IJo<x.

BERRY & KENT,

NEW SHOP. OP. COURT HOUSE.
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of Middle Georgin, where there are no local causes to

breed sickness. The College will continue to make every

effort now, as in the past, to send forth young men well furnished

iu physical strength, in mental training, and in zealous Christian

character. :

Courses leading to the three degrees—A.B,, Ph.B., and 8.B.

—are desigued to lay broad foundations for any walk in life.

After the Sophomore year, opportunity is given for election of
studies in the direction of the student's special aptitudes.

OXFORD is situated on a high ridge in the healthiest section

The Central Dining Hall will offer good food at actual cost, mot to exosed
eight dollars per month, Furnished rooms are let at one dollar per month for each
lodger. This system is under the immediate supervision of « member of the Fao-
ulty, who 18 assisted by acompgtent and experienced matron,

All necessary expenses for the college year may be brought
within $175.00.

FaLL Tmm OPENS SEPTEMBER 17,1008 :

For catalogue and other information, address ‘ L

£

James E. Dickey, Presia'en}_

a._OxFORD,; GREORGIA.__» L




